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FROM THE BARONAGE
Unto the populace of Vatavia, Greetings from Their Excellencies!

First, we want to offer our deepest thanks to Lady Lucia, Lord Robert,
their team, and all who helped at Valor in any way. If you observed
someone being wonderful, as Vatavians are prone to do, please send
us an email so they may be recognized!

Second...it hasn't been as hot lately, the first leaves are starting to
turn— it's almost time for fall RenFaire! Lord Corrigan is the event
steward for this demo. This is a great way for us to reach out to an
interested audience and educate them about what it is we do! We
are still in need of volunteers, particularly someone to run the pop
booth. This is an important job—if you have enjoyed the new 
Baronial items purchased lately, you have benefited from the pop
booth proceeds. There will only be one booth this time, so running 
it should be a cinch. Please contact the wonderful Lord Corrigan 
for details.

Another event coming up is Masters of the Duel, a cut-and-thrust
event taking place the weekend before Thanksgiving at St. Patrick
School here in Wichita. Karl zum Drachen is the event steward for
this one, so be on the lookout for more information.

Finally, many thanks to Lord Corrigan (this letter seems to be 
developing a theme!) for putting together this Dragonflyer. Kolsveinn
Stýrismaðr is our new Chronicler and he will be stepping into the role
in the next edition. Thank you Kolsveinn!

Have we told you lately how honored we are to serve as your Baron
and Baroness? We may be biased, but it's pretty clear Vatavia is the
best. Vivat Vatavia! Vivat Calontir!

Yours in Service,
His Lordship Donald Macdonald, Baron
Lady Zoe Mikre, Baronossa

� � �
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FROM THE SENESCHAL
Greetings  Vatavia,

I would first like to thank everyone who showed up, helped,
and enjoyed Valor this year. The Event stewards did an 
awesome job and I truly appreciate all your efforts.

Our Fall Ren Faire as well as Masters of the Duel are both 
happening in the coming weeks and months. Please speak
with Lord Corrigan reguarding Ren Faire and Lord Karl 
regarding Masters of the Duel. It will take everyone we have to
make these things happen to the standard that Vatavia and
Calontir deserves.

Officers, it’s almost that time again. Before our next issue we
will have entered fourth quarter. Which means third  quarter 
reports will be due. Please get them in early as that allows me
to do my report, and you kindom officers to get theirs in  as
well. Both they and I appreciate that.  

Finally, we are on the bid rotation for Winter Coronation in
2016. This event will need to be held in the second weekend 
of January in the year 2016. Bids have to be turned in to 
Their Excellencies as well as myself, no later than December 
Officers’ meeting. We are required to send an acceptable bid as
part of our being a Barony. Please consider doing this and let
me know if you need any assitance getting your bid togehter.
It’s a great event to run and one that certanly fun to hold.

Finally, thank you for everything you do. It is great to be a part
of this Barony and I truly do appreciate everythig you all do.

In Service to Crown and Kingdom,
Ottar Surtrson

� � �
FROM THE KNIGHT MARSHAL
Hail and well met, Vatavia!

The fighting at Valor 35 went very well. Thank you to His Lordship 
Kagemoto for overseeing all the fighting, and to all the other 
marshals that stepped up to help out. And, congratulations to 
the newer fighters that got authorized! 

Speaking of authorizations, the new Fighter Cards are now up and
available; all fighters should go to http://falcon-sca.appspot.com
to do this. Also, the new Calontir Marshals Handbook is now out
and avaiable on the Earl Marshal’s Website:
http://marshallate.calontir.org

Sept. 27-28 is the Great Plains Renaissance Festival at Sedgwick
County Park. Baron Sir Wulfric is the Marshal-in-Charge, while His
Lordship Baron Alcyoneus will be overseeing Calon Steel. Come
out and help to put on an excellent display of fighting prowess!

Finally, 3rd Quarter Marshals Reports are due by no later than 
October 15. Please get them in on time, and send me a copy.

In service,
Lord Corrigan MacKenzie

FROM THE CHATELAINE
Unto the fair populace of the glorious and awesome Barony of
Vatavia do I, Lady Deirdre de Warenne, your Chatelaine, send
warmest greetings...

We have newcomers! Yay! And they're awesome! At Valor, most
of them either volunteered to help with stuff, or 
participated in various activities! If you haven't met them, 
introduce yourself and have a chat! You'll come away as 
impressed with them as I am!

Ren Fair is the end of September and I will be running the info
booth. If you are interested in meeting potential new members,
this is your opportunity! Talk to me about helping out!

This edition of the Dragonflyer marks 'Bring a Buddy' month (or
2) — if you've been chatting up a friend about the SCA, NOW is
the time to bring them to a meeting! 

In Service to the Dream,
Lady Deirdre de Warenne
Chatelaine of Vatavia
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OFFICERS MEETING MINUTES
September 3, 2014 - Old Chicago in Old Town, Wichita, KS

20 members attended: 13 Baronage/officers/deputies/champions; 
1 event steward; 6 member of the populace

The meeting was moved to Old Town to the Old Chicago restaurant to
celebrate a successful Valor event.

October 11th -12th Crown Tournament will be held in the Barony of
Coeur d’Ennui [Des Moines Iowa]. Sunday September 21st a combined
fighter practice and presentation on ‘Arms, Armor and Archery’ is 
scheduled at Exploration Place form 1-4 pm. The Great Plains 
Renaissance Festival is the end of September. A deputy is needed to 

organize and schedule volunteers for the pop concession which is a
major fund raiser for the group.

No new information has been received on the status of Vatavian heraldic
proposals in process. Corrigan and the new Chronicler, Kolsveinn, will 
together publish the Dragonflyre for this month. The project to add 
representations of the Vatavian badges to the Baronial website will be
starting. The new Arts and Sciences Minister, Bjorn, has begun 
scheduling BUSH [Baronial University of Societal Humanities] classes. 
He needs subjects and teachers for October and November.

Saturday September 14th fighter practice will be held at noon in
Theobald College. Information will be posted soon with details.

There being no other business the meeting adjourned.

OFFICERS MEETING MINUTES
August 6, 2014 - Martinson Avenue Christian Church, Wichita, KS

18 members attended: 12 Baronage/officers/deputies/champions; 1
event steward; 5 member of the populace and guests

Valor XXV Labor Day weekend will have a children’s archery shoot this
year sponsored and run by Her Excellency Baroness Kerare. Tentative
tavern prices were announced.  T-shorts with the logo for Valor XXV
Sheepaho’s Revenge will be sold for the event.

The Museum of World Treasures demo presentation is August 9th from
10 am to 2 pm. Members are encouraged to volunteer and attend Valor
and the Fall Renaissance Festival. The event steward for the Festival, Ld.
Corrigan, is looking for area heads for water bearing and the pop booth
concession.

The Chatelaine announced that several new members were becoming
more actively involved. She was getting activities ready for Valor as well.
Lord Corrigan, as deputy Chronicle, will do the September issue of the
Dragonflyre; and, he will continue in the deputy position is the new
Chronicler desires. The arts and Sciences BUSH (Baronial University of
Societal Humanities) class August 13th will be by Ld. Corrigan over 
Scottish garb. Theobald College members announced that their group

meets regularly on the first and third Saturdays of the month. Vatavians
are welcome.

Archery is adjusting to the complications resulting from the bank closing
in Maize. A possible alternative site in the Derby area is being considered
and checked.

The Knight Marshal announced that since the last meeting there are four
new fighters. The possibility of holding a fighter practice at Theobald 
College is being worked on by the Knight Marshal and Myghal. The new
Kingdom Handbook for fighters is to be available soon.

Current policy is that the Society Handbook and Corpora are official 
versions only if they are the HTML versions. PDF versions are not official
and are to be considered  only as rulings or guidelines.

It was announced that the Chronicler interviews would be held 
immediately after the Officers’ meeting. The deadline for applications for
Exchequer and the new Social Media position is 11:59 pm Friday August
8. Warrant paperwork for these positions requires advance time to 
prepare hence the deadline for officer’s whose tenure ends towards 
the end of  this calendar year.

There being no other business the meeting adjourned.



KINGDOM EVENTS
Oct. 4-5: Autumn Arrows  |  Calanais Nuadh (Rolla, MO)
Oct. 11-12: Fall Crown  |  Coeur d’Ennui (Des Moines, IA)
Oct. 18-19: Octo-bearfest  |  Westumbria (Hays-Great Bend, KS)
Oct. 18-19: Vertigo  |  Lost Moor (St. Joseph, MO)
Oct. 25-26: Hail to the Striking Falcon, 30 Years of Calontir History
Grimfells (Fayetteville, AR)

• • • • •
Nov. 1-2 Northshield Dance Seminar XXII  |  Jararvellir,
Northshield (Wisconsin Dells, WI)
Nov. 15-16: Fellowship of the Borderlands  |  The Shire of 
Bois d’Arc (Independence, KS)
Nov. 15: Toys for Tots  |  Wyvern Cliffe (Jefferson City, MO)
Nov. 22: Masters of the Duel  |  Vatavia (Wichita, KS))

• • • • •
Dec. 6-7: Theobald’s July Christmas in December  |  Theobald
(Arkansas City, KS) 
Dec. 6: Winter Court  |  Three Rivers (St. Louis, MO) 
Dec. 6: Feast Day of the Founders
Dec. 13-14: Kris Kinder  |  Forgotten Sea (Kansas City, MO) 

• • • • •
Jan. 3-4: Twelfth Night  |  Lonely Tower (Omaha, NE )
Jan. 10-11: Winter Coronation  |  Three Rivers (St. Louis, MO) 
Jan. 17-18: Winter War Maneuvers  |  Mag Mor (Lincoln, NE)
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INTEREST GATHERINGS
Populace Meeting
Third Wednesday, 7-9 PM  
VFW Post 112, 1560 South Topeka Street, Wichita, KS 67211  

Arts and Sciences Gathering 
1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7-9 PM at MACC* 

Fighter Practice (Armored Combat and Cut & Thrust)
Sundays, 11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park, Hydraulic & Mt. Vernon

For more information, contact: Lord Corrigan
mackenziefyrd@gmail.com   |   316-734-1569 

Archery Practice 
Sundays, 9-11 AM 
Location: Archery Range behind the residence at NE Corner of
Maize Road and 53rd Street

For more information, contact: Lord William Douglas
jdrago75@gmail.com   |   316-259-6304    

Officers/Finance Meetings
First Wednesday of the month at MACC*. 
Open to the general populace, 7-9 PM  

• • • • •

*MACC = Martinson Avenue Christian Church
1653 S. Martinson Avenue

TO GET A COPY OF THE
KNOWN WORLD HANDBOOK

Contact His Lordship Friar Thomas at 316-685-1182 

THEIR ROYAL MAJESTIES CALONTIR 
King Agamemnon & Queen Gwen   |   falcon-crown@calontir.com

• • • • •
SCA  WEBS ITES  OF  INTEREST
www.sca.org   |   www.calontir.org   |   www.baronyofvatavia.org



HARVEST FESTIVALS
by Friar Thomas Bacon (David Moreno)

The American Thanksgiving is one of the most famous of the fall
holidays, started in 1622 by the Pilgrims in the New world, it was
not a product of the mind of Governor Bradford, but has its roots
dating back to antiquity. This essay will explore those roots.

Harvest festivals are as old as civilization itself, dependent as it was
on the annual gathering of the crops. The ancient Greeks had the
festival of Thesmophoria, dedicated to the goddess Demeter, and
celebrated in November by married women only. The similar Roman
feast was Cerelia, dedicated to the goddess Ceres, celebrated on
October 4.

The oldest continuing harvest celebration is the Jewish Feast of the
Tabernacles. Other names for this feast are: Succoth and Ingathering.
Tabernacle and Succoth both derive from words meaning tent or
shelter. While originally the harvest feast of the Canaanites, the 
Hebrews adopted it to their own ends after conquering Canaan.
Lasting seven or nine days, activity centers around a specially build
hut next to the house; this hut symbolizing the tents they lived in
while they wandered for forty years.

The English harvest festival is called Harvest Home, and dates back
to the Saxons in the ninth century. In Scotland, it is known as the
Kern. These festivals began, not with the gathering of the crops, but
with the end of the reaping.

In Northumberland, when the last sheaf of grain had been cut and
stood on end, the sickle was lain down, and the reapers were now
said to have “go the kern.” A cry then sent up, and an image
dressed in a white frock with colored ribbons was raised on a pole.
This image ranged from a small doll-like figure, to a large rude 
construct barely capable of being lifted by one man. All gathered
around this “kern-baby” or harvest queen, and formed a 
processional to the barn, where a large feast was served.

In Scotland, the image was called “the maiden,” and was made of
the last sheaf in the field. It fell to the youngest girl in the harvest
field to cut the maiden, and dress her up. The maiden was preserved
above the chimney piece until the next harvest. In northeast 
Scotland, the maiden was known as the “clyack or cailleach,” both
meaning old women. At the harvest feast, the cailleach was placed
at the head of the table, toasted to, and even danced with.

To the south, in England, the last handful of grain was not cut, but
tied up, and called a “mare.” The reapers then threw their sickles at
it, attempting to cut it down. The first one to succeed would cry out,
“I have her!” The rest would reply, “What have you?” “A mare, a
mare, a mare” the first would reply to his neighbor’s query. “What
will you do with her?” the rest would then ask. “We’ll send her to
John Snooks.” would be the final answer. (John Snooks being the
possible name of one the neighboring farmers who had not yet 
finished his reaping). This is called “Crying the Mare.”

The bringing in of the last load to the barn was also a source of
much festivity, surviving recently as the hayride. The wagon, known
as a “hock-cart” or “horkey,” was often escorted by a pipe and
tabor. A poem by Robert Herricks, written around 1640, describes
the scene:

“Come forth, my Lord, to see the cart
Drest up with all the country art.
See, here a Mauken, there a sheet,

As spotless pure, as it is sweet.
The Horses, Mares and frisking Fillies,
(Clad all, in Linnen, white as lilies.)
The Harvest Swaines, and Wenches bound
For joy, To see the Hock-cart crown’d.
About the Cart, heare, how the rout
Of Rural Younglings raise the shout;
Pressing before, some coming after,
Those with a shout, and these with laugher.
Some blesse the cart; some kisse the sheaves;
Some prank them up with Oaken leaves:
Some crosse the Fill-horse; some with great
Devotion stroak the home-borne wheat:
While other rusticks, lesse attent
To Prayers then to merryment,
Run after with their; breechs rent.”1

Among the songs that were sung while bring in the cart, the 
following has survived:

“Harvest home! Harvest home!
We’ve ploughed, we’ve sowed,
We’ve reaped, we’ve mowed,
We’ve brought home every load.
Hip, hip, hip, harvest home!”2

In Central Europe, the end of the harvest was celebrated by the
farm workers giving a wreath of grain and flowers to the farm
owner. The owner, in turn, would host a feast. In Germany, this
wreath is known as “Erntekranz.” In the Polish version, know as
Dozynki, the wreath would hand on the wall until the following 
harvest. The Bohemian festival, Obzinki, has an added attraction. 
In some versions, the woman who bound the last sheaf was called
the Baba. In other versions, the Baba was a doll made of grain, 
decorated with flowers and ribbons, The Baba would have the place
of honor on the last wagon-load of the harvest. In some cases, 
towards the end of the feat, the Baba would be splashed with water
to insure rainfall for the next crop.

While the primary aspect of Thanksgiving is that of the harvest, a
Day of Thanksgiving was often declared for other reasons throughout
the year. Two such noted days were for the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada in 1588, and the discovery of the gunpowder Plot of 1605.
These also serve as roots of the Pilgrim’s Thanksgiving.

_________________________________________________

Footnotes:

1. Robert Herrick, “Hock-Cart, or Harvest Home: To the Right Honorable, 
Mildnay, Earle of Westmoreland,” (Patrick 140-142). ^

2. (Walsh 519). ^
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Saturday, November 22, 2014
St. Patrick’s Catholic School • 2023 N. Arkansas • Wichita, KS 67203
Site Opens at 9:00 AM – Closes at 6:00 PM

A college focusing primarily on Cut & Thrust for the period of 1400-1600 
AD, with additional classes in other areas. The �rst appearance of rapier 
masters is documented to the early 1400’s, with civilized duels becoming 
popular among the nobility.

Calontir Cut & Thrust: There will be a Swiss Five Tournament in the morning. 
Afternoon classes to be announced.

Armored Combat: There will be a Warlord Tournament held in the morning. 
Afternoon classes & drills to be announced.

Arts &Sciences Classes: Classes to be announced.

Merchants: As space is limited, those merchants wishing to attend should 
contact the event stewards to reserve space. There is no merchanting fee.

Tavern: Sponsored by the Shire of Bois d’Arc, the tavern will be open for
breakfast & lunch. Drinks will be sold throughout the day.

Site Fee & Site Info: $7.00 For adults, $3.00 for ages 6-17, children 5 & under 
get in free. There is an additional $5.00 Surcharge for each adult non-member. 
The family cap is $25.00 (Not including non-member surcharge). Make checks 
payable to “Sca Inc., Barony of Vatavia.”  Site is dry.

Directions: Take your best route to the north end of Wichita, KS traveling on 
I-135. Exit at 21st north, and head west. After approx. 1.5 Miles turn left (south) 
at N. Arkansas Ave. After ¼ mile, St. Patrick’s will be on your right.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Event Steward: Lord Karl Zum Drachen (Charles Mapes)
(316) 371-9172 • karlzum.shadowdrachen@gmail.com

Deputy Event Steward: Lord Corrigan MacKenzie (Chris Moore)
(316) 734-1569 • mackenziefyrd@gmail.com

Tavern Steward: Lord Herrick • herrick681@hotmail.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
www.baronyofvatavia.org/masters-duel-2014.php
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

Officers Meeting 
and A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

Populace Meeting  
7 PM at 
VFW Post 112 
1560 S. Topeka St.

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park
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Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

AUTUMN ARROWS
Shire of 
Calanais Nuadh

CROWN TOURNEY
Barony of 
Couer d’Ennui

OCTO-BEARFEST  
Shire of 
Westumbria

VERTIGO
Shire of Lost Moor

HAIL THE 
STRIKING FALCON,
30 YEAR OF
CALONTIR 
HISTORY
Shire of Grimfells

A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Officers Meeting 
and A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park
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Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

Archery Practice 
9-11 AM
Range at NE Corner
of Maize & 53rd St.

Fighter Practice
11 AM-2 PM
South Linwood Park

NORTHSHIELD
DANCE SEMINAR
XXII
Jararvellir, 
Kingdom of
Northshield

FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE 
BORDERLANDS 
Shire of Bois d’Arc
TOYS FOR TOTS
Shire of 
Wyvern Cliffe

FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE 
BORDERLANDS 
Shire of Bois d’Arc
TOYS FOR TOTS
Shire of 
Wyvern Cliffe

� NOVEMBER 2014 �

Populace Meeting  
7 PM at 
VFW Post 112 
1560 S. Topeka St.

A&S Meeting
7 PM at Martinson
Avenue Christian
Church
1653 S. Martinson
Avenue

MASTERS OF 
THE DUEL
Barony of 
Vatavia


