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MW.D. A.

AL the last populace meating., | made a plea, or challenge,

depending on how you want to take it. 1 asked the populace to
give me something new to repor! ‘o my kingdom superior in the
arts. I hereby repeat my request in writing.

At thi=s time, | have twn Interest groups that have survived
the winter and are going strong: Costuming, and Drama. There
have been vther groups that are hibernating or gone. Let’'s bring
hack Dance amd Bardi- Recitallon I know of a couple Laurels

with skills who are eager to teach; those people interested in
Middle Eastern dan e and Lealhorwork please call these Laurels!
I al=o know of people who want to learn or teach needlework, and
calligraphy and Illuminalion. Let's see what we can do to get
these Intarest groups started.

For those of you with personal projects in mind, let me know
what they are as soon as you'r« done. Mow, a personal project
should involve more than a new T-tunic or (im the sclences) a
knee cop. Do a 11itle research before you make your next
whatever. Wrlte 10 down, (o detall, and voila'! Youn have
documentation! You could concefivably enter your work in an
arts/sclences competltion

Speaking of arts and =ciences competitlons, now is the time
to be thinking of whether you want to do something for the Arts

and Sclences Champlonship. At thi= Lime of writing, the date and
place are not sel, hul don't let samall detalls stop you from
planning ahead. If this year's champlonship rules are the same
as last year's, o will be similar, look In the March A.8 XK1
tssue of The Mews Checking those rules out may even help in
deciding you on golng further or et Write the Kingdom MoA or
MoS for the rules of the compet ition, |f you wish to know more
about the competitlion. The rules may be changing

Also, for anyone who Is interected, | have a copy of the

kingdom Judging criteria for Lhe sits and eclences. If you want
a copy of the criteria fir 4 partlcnlar art or sclence, pleass

let me know. If you want a copy of the whole thing, 1°11 let you
have my copy and you can copy I0 off yourself. There are quite a
few pages.

Let'=s =ee more activiby fn Lhe arts and the scliences in
V' tavia!

In service,

Phillipa

Chropiclesr

Greetings, at the last Dragonflyre meeting we dincunsed the
topics of submissions. I1f you submit a handwritten article;
please print it on notebook paper double spaced, This will help
us to type your article correctly and knock out some of the typo's
If you have not recieved a Feb, Dragonflyre and you have a hand
delivered subscription-please contact sither Gewendolyn (aka.
Rhondalynn) or myself. We do not know mundane names and that
is how the subscriptions are labled, We greatly appreciate the
the populace's support in submlitting artwork, articles and such,
please keep it coming. Thank you.

In Service,

3 Ld. Donnechahd MachAoghann

——

Andre’ Miguel de la Criox

I was born in Gascony to a French father and a Spanish wmather.
My father was a mercenary soldier and so he was away from home
aost of the time. Wy sother saw that 1 received a thorough
education in all the arts and sciences, through which |
progressed well, But on my tenth birthday av mother died of the
plague. Bhen @y father left once again 1 left with his. Ne
traveled sany place, the upper Mediterranean, North Africa,
England, and into northern Europe, By the age of thirteen 1 was
fighting along side my father, My father died soon after v
eighteenth birthdav. After which I continued to follow the
sercenary life, for that was the onlv trade [ knew. 1 had been
in Ansteorra for a tise fighting for a noble house that was
betrayed and defeated, from which [ barely escaped with my life,
Needless to sav 1 was no longer welcomed in Ansteorra. |
traveled north to a land of endless grass and found a noble
knight who despite my forser life thought that I could become a
worthy member of this barony, the Barony of V'tavia. [ have
since pledged my allegiance to that knight and have made V'tavia
my home. | hope to continue in the service of amy knight and
through him the King here for as long as my wandering blood will
alliow,
In the service of the Dream

Andre’ Miguel de la Croix

A Rose,by Any Other Name

ny 1oy, "Marie Chantal

To study period stellar tales it is neccessary to go out
of period to the foundations of astronomy. From these
ancient sources blended with local legends and heroes
came the basis of medieval stories. For the tales and
beliefs were neither created in a wvacuum nor arose
independent of each peoples' own past or other cultures.
It was, and is, a continuous process. 9



There are eighty-eight recognized constellations today.
Their wse today is much the same as our forebearers'. They
serve as a fixed background by which to denote the
location of other celestial objects and to navigate the
oceans and, today, the skies and space. Fifty-five are
northern hemisphere patterns.

Most prominent, and usually the first learned, is the
asterism the Big Dipper. (An asterism is a small pattern
within a larger constellation.) These seven easily visible
stars are the prominent components of the constellation
Ursa Major, the Big Bear. Historically, these were all
that were considered as a distinct group until Thales
(640-546 BC) formed the constellation Ursa Minor, the
Little Bear. Over one hundred forty stars are currently
cataloged as associated with Ursa Ma jor.

The Bear, along with the Pleiades, Orion, and Libra, is
one of the earliest known constellations. Indeed,the
origins of the Bear and Libra are lost in antiquity. The
seven star configuration was universally identified as a
bear or chariot.

The Bear is mentioned in the 'Book of Job'. Sophocles and

Ovid wrote of it. Homer told of "Artos sole star that
never bathes in th' ocean wave." Aristotle referred to it
as a bear. He felt it was correct to do so since the bear
was the only animal that would invade and live in the
frozen north.

The names we, and the period astronomers, use are Greek,
Latin, and Arabic. Many ancient astronomical catalogs and
theories swurvived through their Arabian translations. The
rule of the Abbasids, the first organized Arab government
started in 749 AD, promoted and encouraged the translation
and preservation of these records. In the 2nd century,

Ptolemy, the Greek Alexandrian astronomer and
mathematician  famous for the geocentric theory, wrote

H MeydAn B grT1agLls rng AocTporourag,
It was comprised of

The Great” System of Astronomy.
thirteen books. Books seven and eight were a catalog of
1,022 stars. Under the rule of Haroun Alraschid (Aaron the
Just) in the 9th century (B27 AD) this work was revised
and translated into Arabic by Al Thabit ibn Kurrah. This
Al Kitab al Mijisti, The Greatest Book, was made into
a Latin version in the 12th century by Cremonaeus (Gerard
of Cremona). This in turn became the groundwork for the
Almagest published in Venice in 1515.

Other translations made their way into the Europe's
intellectual community. Syntaxis was unknown until
Trapezuntius (a monk-George of Trebizond) translated the
Greek text of the Watican manuscript. Several editions
were printed in the l6th century. Individuals familiar
with Arabic had a resource in the 13th century Persian Al
Kazwini's Description of the Constellations.

These works all represented the names ond figures used by

the astronomers -the learned. The explanations were based
on their culture and mythos or the ancient sources they

translated. But local names and explanations developed
parallel with the astronomers'. Each culture incorporated
their local heroes and beliefs. The Anglo-5axon Manual of
Astronomy of the 10th century adopted the Greek name
Arctos Ibear) for this grouping of stars; but, added
"which untaught men call Carles-waen ."

Ursa Major's identification as a waen or wagon also traces

back to the classical world. The Greek astronomer and poet
Aratos (270 BC) referred to the constellation as the wain
like bear. Homer's Iliad and Odyssey contain
references to the constellation as the bear and as a
wagon. Through the Middle Ages these two identifications
continued in use in the translations and in navigation.
From Renaissance Europe examples exist of the continuance
of both titles.

In ia Lettera the Italian navigator Amerigo Vespucci
(1451-1512 AD) wrote of the two bears. Edmund Spenser
(1552-1599) in The Fairie Queen tells of using the
northern wagoner as a time piece. Chaucer's De
Consolatione  Philosophiae relates the Greek's bear
interpretation. Sir John Davis, a poet and philosopher
(1569-1626 AD) during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I,
wrote of Charles his Waine; Jobn Taylor, the "King's
water poet" of 1630, used Charles his cart. William

Shakespear's King Lear (1605-1606) refers to the
constellation as an evil influence. Edmund states that his
"nativity was under Ursa Major, so it follows that 1 am
rough and lecherous." (Act 1 Scene [1).

These writers were all drawing on the rich culture of
Europe. England's history had endowed it with the
contributions of many peoples. Each added to the mythos of
Ursa Major, the Big Bear.

When Britannia became part of the Roman Empire, parts were

exposed to the Roman cullture and the Romanized version of
the Greek myth. The constellations of the Big and Little
Bears were seen as Callisto and her son Aracas. They were
changed into bears by her rival Juno, the wife of Zeus,
King of the O0lympian gods. Zeus had been secretly seeing
Callisto. Zeus compensated the two by placing them in the
sky, a place of honor wsually reserved for heroes and
gods. Juno (also called Hera), angered by this, arranged
for the gods of the four directions to never allow them to
rest below the horizon but to roam, without repose, for
the remainder of eternity. This was the reason why the two
constellations are always in the sky. Just how much was
assimulated from the Romans is unclear.

The hero of the Mabinogion, Arthur, has been associated
with the Great Bear. The inference has been drawn from the
Welsh ‘arth' meaning bear and 'uthyr' meaning wonderful or
great. It is known that the early English told of King
Arthur's home being there. The consellation's circling the
north pole has been suggested as the source of the famous
Round Table. The Lay of the Last Minstrel identifies the
stars as Arthur's Chariot or Arthur's Wain, as do Irish
tales. The Irish also called it King David's Chariot,
referring to one of the island's early kings.

Continued on page 12..... b



fporil Fool's Day is not, in essence, a medieval holiday, but it
holds its roots in antiquity. The custom probably found its home
on April st when, in 1344, Charles I1X of France set New Year's
Day at Jan. Ist instead of April Ist. The customs of having a
special day for making fools out of other people awed themselves

to several celebrations dating fros the Rosan period.

Fools holidays were among the first non-religious holidays to be
celebrated. The Romans held a special part of Hilaria, the
festival of the nature qoddess, as the first fools holiday. This
sgecific cossemoration was held on the vernmal eguinox; at that

time, March 235.

Next in the long line of fools days observances was the sedieval
Feast of the Ass. This was an integral part of the Twelfth Day
custos. One of the custoss involved allowing the cosson people
to dress and act out, in a ridiculous way, the occupations of the
higher class. Parishioners would replace clergy, servants would

parody their masters, and general merriment was had by all.

The custom, widely celebrated in the Society, of having a King of
the Feast, began in this period. An object was hidden in one of
the dishes prepared for the feast. The lucky f#inder of the
object became the King of the Feast, and everyone was to do his

bidding for the resainder of the party.

The use of the exclamation "April Fool'® began immediately after
the change of calendar. For those who were a mite sluggish in
accepting the new structure, there were cards delivered on that
day proclaiming the recipient a fool. Sending people on fool's
errands such as the search for a copy of the Autobicgraphy of

Eve's Grandeother or a quart of pigeon's milk became popular

about this time.

Whatever vour own beliefs as to the origin of this holiday, you
can be sure that it is an international tradition. Even nature

uses the sonth of April to fool us all.

See you at the next "Annual Washing of the Lions® event. We will

be holding it in your backyard.

In Service to V'Tavia

Casimir Cosznoszyck

{APRIL FOOLS'i

Every Days A Holiday By Ruth Hutchison
and Ruth Adams

Concise Dictionary of Holidays By
Raymond John

Celebrations-Complete Book of American
Holidays By Robert J. Myers



GOOD GENTLES, YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN IN**ststtssbttaddhbannts

"THE MORTIFICATION OF AUNTIE CEITHLENN"™
AT LAKE AFTON: go west out MacArthur to Lake Afton its South-

west of Goddard its on the left, there will be signs for those
of us who have never been to this site before

THE EVENT WILL START AT 10:00 IN THE MORMNING TILL----===-======-
THERE WILL BE A WARLORD AND A MELTING SNOWBALL TOURNEY
CITE FEE IS $§1.%0, FEAST FEE 1S5 $2.50 FOR ADULTS AND $1.50 FOR

CHILDREN THE MAIN DISH BEING BARLEY STEW

THERE WILL ALSO BE A BARDIC CONTEST FOLLING THE FEAST. AS WELL
AS A COURT OF MISRULE RUN BY THE BARON AND BARONESS OF MISRULE

SOUNDS LIKE FUN TO ME SEE YOU THERE. FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT : Ld. Eion (522-2473)-don't call after 3:00 p.m.)or call
Ceithlenn at 685-1182.

ooib®

Good Gent‘les.

One day, early last month, sewveral of us were discussing
a very talented person and wondering why he hadn't received
any awards yet. It seems that we all felt we were all just
little nobodies. Who were we to turn in recommendat ions,
bgsides we did not have any expertise in this particular
field. We just knew the person in question has worked hard,
and turned out good work, and tried to base his work on
research of the periocd. Susly, we felt, someone would re-
commend him.

_ We slowly became aware that no one was going to recommen:
tpls person for an award because everyone else believed
either some or all of hte excuses we had made for ourselves.
Our awards system is not perfect, but it is a good one.

The Crown can not be everywhere, and depends on the people

to spot Lhese outstanding people and sce (hat they are pecag-
nized. It also helps eliminate some of the pelitics that

can be a problem in any kind of organization that awards
recognition to its members. Everyone has a voice in the

SCA. Please use it,

In Service to Vatawvia,

Ldy. Brialleen ferch Viking

Art Credits:

Calligraphy by Idy. Marie Chantal
Cover by Ldy Odinima

Arton page 9 by Gwendolyn

Art page 14 by Ldy. Marie Chantal

HEY! YA" KNOW WHAT | HEARD? |4 skt bbbt damrtsnbndadea b dedn s bassn

I heard that a very mad somebody told an equally annoyed
someone that nobody likes what he is doing. This was not
taken  very well by someone and he told everybody to leave
him alone. MNot wanting to aggravate an already bad situation,
everybody promptly decided to have nothing to do with anybody.
Anybody would have been, and quite justfully so, wvery confused
and wonder what everyone was talking about. Everybody then,
of course just trying to get their facts straight, kept
discussing the issue with anybody. Anybody, being still
completely baffeled, might lose control of himself and set
out on a personal quest to set the record straight. Everyone
he encountered through out his guest have him a different
story about what was really going on. This search for truth
continued until someone finally put a stop to it when he
overheard what was being said about him at a local meeting.

A now calm somebody took a stand beside someone and cleared
the air of the whole mess which was caused by a few empty
words exchanged and forgotten too long ago to matter now.
Right about then, off in a corner somewhere, somebody heard
someone ask, "Hey! Ya' know what 1 heard?!"

From the notes of a quiet observer

Printed with the permission of said person
LA AR A AR R AR ERE SRR R R R R Rl R R R R E SR RS R R RS R R R R R

10



HAAE AR AR R AR R RN R R RO RAMNOVCEMENTS s d s e d kR e ek aw mkww

FOR SALE: chainmail shirt and headpiece for a smaller types
extremely nice and autheﬂ[c a worth while showpeice for anyoney
$200 if interested please contact David the S¢lent or Katherine
for more imformationm 522-1658

Wanted: One nose of an Eqyptian Sphinx
Iiftti'il'iitt-lllliit&l!fl‘ll..itiiiiillttttlilii!ilti-!t'il&litt

Chainmail Weaving will now also be taking place at costuming at
Zavak and Raven's Clubhouse

ti.tttlif..loo01otitlppintttft-n|ttai---ittttitl!it#li*if'n!i.t

Archers- Wards Archery Monday nights- $4:00 for all evening

ltiiiotiniitltotititr.n-tiiIﬂno!-tt-tuitn.lihlil..tﬁ---tt-.-.tt

Bids for the next Valor need to be submitted to Ly. Ceithlenn in
writing by the April populace meeting

itiitt--ﬂl"iili!itl!!i!ttllillllﬂittltliiititttlltt*.!ti?iiiit

Fighter Practice now being held at Pawnee Plaza Mall from 4 to 7
on Sunday. Any problems with dhe time of Fighter Practice
please contact Ly. Raven.

iniiiiitlttittttt.itrtloiltiii--tir-it.iffoliliittiiiiittptﬁitf

Show off your work! Show off your vast knowledge to inter-
ested Wichitans--Demonstrate your incredible talents to people
who will hang on your very word-- Gather your artistic works to-
gether to show at the Kansas Newman Renaissance Faire. Contact
Ly. Raven (262-2974) for more information----

"""‘*"""““"""ITALT&N BODICE DRESS***#stssatsntarnans

Hi, it's me, the Lady in the T-tunics, Briallen. 1 know
most of you have never seen me in much else besides T-tunics;
but, with Renn. Faire coming up, I want to tell you about a!
style of garb that works well, is easy to make and is cool to
wear. Itwas the last part that hooked me. Countess Elizabeth
had dfspai:ed of ever getting me into anything more stylesh than
T-tunl?s when she hit wpon the right reason, ™ It's cooler, "
she said. My eyes lit up like 100-watt light bulbs and I had
to try it.

" It's not particularly difficult to make, even for a novice
like me. Lady Briome fron Forgotten Sea gave an informal class
an_th}s: and, 1 gathered up my paper and pens and gamely tried.
This is a style that is very closely fitted to each individual
and each pattern is made to your own measurements. You need the
help of someone else who can help you measure; and, in my case
can keep her mouth shut about what she measures. It's nice ift
it's someone else who wants a pattern, then You can fit each
other. 1 found an accomplise and we began.

_ Once you fit your patterns, you can use it over and over
again. ¥ou can make this for field dress or as a Court dress
depegd:nq on the material used. Countess Elizabeth has several
versions of this dress made out of a washable fabric; and
Countess llywella has a Leatitul court dress made out of b;orade
I've made two ficld type dresses, because, yes, it is cooler. ’

In Service to Vatawvia,

,' Ldy. Briallen ferch Vikings

YE OLE" MOVIE REVIEW *tttahbbdobsbbansasnshabnbhbnmtdbddbrtatdns

Just a quick note on an old movie just recently seen on
our local theater box . That of Romeo and Juliet by none other
than William Shakespheare. This is the version that came out
back in the 1960's using the talents of new and young stars of
the same age as Shakespheare's young characters. Let me say
that this is an excellent version for all of us hopeless
romantics and great for ideas on how garb should look. This is
not a typical HollywoodpPsuedo=authentic movie. It is done in
the original words of the author and can be very educational for

us all. Enjoy.
In Service to Vatavia,

Gwendolyn O'Shaughnessey

Rl R R S T

cont. from page6...

When the Arthurian legend became romanticized in the 13th
century, one tale evolved about the constellation and
Arthur. When he was still a boy, he fell asleep and
dreamed that the stars of the dipper came down to him.
Each star was the crown of a king. Arthur was told by the
greatest of these kings that he would one day Join them.
Then, they returned to the sky. Upon awakening, Arthur
related his dream to Merlin. Merlin told him that the
dream was a sign of his birthright. The greatest king was
actually Arthur himself.

An older Celtic hero, Finn, was also associated with this
stellar pattern. The Kalewala relates how Finn tried to
kill a giant bear, Otawa. He could not. Godallfather

rescued the bear by lassoing it and drawing it up into the
heavens. Finn's three hounds grabbed the bear's tail and
were also drawn up to the skies. (These are the three
stars of the handle.) Finn tried to jump up after them all
and failed. He went to live at the Hill of Heaven from
which he still throws torches (auroras) at the bear.

The Christian religion also produced its own
identification: The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus or The Seven
Champions of Christendom. The Roman Emperor Decius began
the first organized, empire-wide persecution of
Christians. All citizens of the Empire were reguired to
make a religious sacrifice before official observers who
would issue a certificate attesting to that fact. (Some
Egyptian certificates dated June and July 250 AD still
exist.) Seven young Christians Ffled the city of Ephesus
and hid in a nearby cave to avoid the edict. When they
were found they were ordered sealed in the cave. Two
centuries later after the general council meeting in
Ephesus (431 AD) during the reign of Theodosius, the cave
was accidently discovered. The seven awoke as if there had
been only one night pass instead of centuries. They were
seen as proof of the ressurrection and died saints. The
Roman Cathelic Church still commemorates this event on
June 27th.

IR



The Teutonic nations never referred to the pattern as a
bear, but always as a wagon or wain. It was the Danes'
Stori \Vagn, Great Wagon. To the Swedes and [celanders it
was Karl's Vagn. As to the Goths it was Karl's Wagen (Karl
being the god Thor). The Saxon's name For it was Irmine's
Wagen. This belief invaded England with these peoples.

This evolved into Charlemagne's Wain. Whether from
misunderstanding, literal translation difficulties, errors
in  translation, creative misspelling, or oft-repeated
transcriptions, the star-name Arcturus became associated
with  Arturus or Arthur. Arcturus is a star in the
constelation Bodtes. Ursa Major was sometimes referred to
as the wain of Arcturus or BoBtes. This became in turn the
wain of Arthur. When the Arthurian legend migrated to the
continent in the 12th century it became incorporated with
the folklore of Charlemagne. Arthur's Wain became
Charlemagne's, then Charles Wain. The courtiers of
England's King Charles I and King Charles II continued to
claim this association of their monarches and the stellar
pattern.

The Charles Wain identification has been traced by some
sources as coming from the Saxon 'ceorl', the medieval

term being 'carle' (modern equivalent, churl). This led to
the association of this seven star pattern with a
peasant's cart. The tale arose that a peasant met the
Savior near Galilee and gave him a ride. The good
Samaritan was placed in the heavens as a reward. Another
commmon identification for the stars was the plow which
BoGtes pushed.

The rich blend of cultures speaks forth in the diversity
of stories in just this one European country for Just this
one constellation. The variety reflects the influences
both classical and regional. The evolution of the
connections with the Celtic Arthur and other lore
demonstrates the influences of each people, their own
past, and other cultures. These factors all melded
together to form the basis of period stellar tales.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

Abell, George 0., Exploration of the Universe third
edition, New York City, New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1969

Allen,R.H., Star Names Their Lore and Meaning, MNew York
City, New  York: Dover Publications Inc., 1963

* Encycopedia of World Mythology

Homer, The I[liad (tr. E.V.Rieu), Baltimare, Maryland:
Penquin Books Limited, 1967

Homer, The Odyssey (tr. W.H.D.Rouse), New York City, New
York: New American Library Inc., 1938 (23rd printing)

* Olcott, Wm Iyler, Star Lore of All Ages

15

Ovid, Metamorphoses (tr. Rolfe Humphries), Bloomington,
Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1955

"Ptolemy (Claudius Ptolemy)", Encyclopedia Britannica,
1969, Vol.18, pp. B12-B14

Shakespeare, William, The Complete Works of Hilligm :
Shakespeare, New York City, New York: Hamlyn Publishing
Group Limited, 1971

Stanford, Barbara and Gene, Myths and Modern Man, New
York City, New York: Washington Square Press, 1972

%# MWeiss, Malcolm E., Gods Stars and Computers
¥ Williamson, Julia, Stars Through the Magic Casements

* available at the Hutchinson Library

NOTE: This article is based on twenty
information on the sources listed was
all sources were listed in the bibliog

Chantal
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