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From the Baronial Minister of
Sciences

he  Barony's  supply  of  Valor
ecklaces has  now inn out.    Baron
wayne has asked rTte to arrange  a

ompetition  based  on  the  Valor
eck]ace,  in  order  to  find  someone

our Barony to fashion more of
hem.   This competition will be held
tv:h.ey:i:I:dasy.La:h.,TT#s.gi,v.e:

onsideration.   Gway7`e desires that
his  be  kept  simple,  so  that  your
!nagination can gb wild.   These arehebasic.:ffeu#:##vtsa:ior"withinthe

.#Iihieil::[i!Tio::::,.:
both

e previous necklace was made of
lass that was enameled.   Whoever
ins  this  competition   will  be

ommissioned to create 5 more for a
otal of 6 necklaces.
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ATiettg=#:Dragons
Putilished with P€rDission

•.SpeeialThatLkYoufoJ'aineD'ArtrgamDforhisassistaD€einobtaiDiDg
pemissfoD to publish**

Picture this, a beautiful winter's day, and Glory Wars in in full
tilt; so are the jousters but that is another story. . .  A strrange
shadow passes over you, and you get the feeling that this is
goingtobeaVERYbadday.Lookingupyouseenothingfor
a few minutes, but then you see a shape in the sky. Then you
Know it is going to be a bad day.  WIIY?  That shadow just
happens to be one of a dragon.

A  DRAGON?!?    Od's  bodkins!  Whay  kind  is  it.    Well
fortunate are we, for Devon Err Wolfkin was kind enough to
provide us with  his  field guide to dragons!

There  were  thousands  of different  dragons  in  the  Middle
Ages, h fact, scholars had a hard tine leaning about dragons
(if they  weren't  tuned  into  toast).    But  from  the  brave
scholars  and  explorers  we  have  found  a  lot  about  a  few
distinguished types.

One such beast is the Wyvern.   This monster was to have
plagued much of Western Europe.  It has a coiling, snake like
body supported by two eaglelike leggs.  It had great, leathery
wings to glide the currents of wind.  Many feared this beast.

Legless and wingless. the Guivere looks hardly like a dragon.
But the careful observer would note the homs and short beard
on its head.  The Guivere had a poisonous breath.  It ate cows
and sheep often and loved milk.  h a story, a knight poisoned
a pail of miuc.   The unknowing drank the mik and proptly
died.  If a Wyvern were to crossbred with a Guivere the result



would be a Lindworm.  The Lindworm was a dragon with a
coiling, snckelike body.  It had two legs and no wings.  Marco
Polo said to have seen Lindworms in China.

Just the opposite was the Amphithere.   Its snaky body had
wings but no legs.  Little is known about it.

The Heraldic Dragon is the most commonly know dragon  lt
had a long neck, huge claws, ridiculously small wings and a
pointed, stinging tail.   I bid you a good day; and leave you
with this.  Not only watch your back, but the sky as weu.
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This  everit  wi[[  6e  heat at  Pa;uno
Piuihe Park from 11..00 a.m`  to  10..00

p.in.  or.  May  7,  [994   (jut.  XXIX).
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the  ®a,rot.y  providirtg  mea.i  arld
6eveTq8e.
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Norman Gowns

for new gowns or trims.
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Here are some ways to lay out your material for cutting:  (no+ +® Scat.)
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So You Want to
Make Chainmail?

by Amdreas Nitephorus

Ptlblisbed vvitb Pcmissiol)
•. Special Thanl. You fo J'aimc D'

Artagamn ldr I]is assistance in
obtaining permission to put)Iish**

Chainmail is one of the aspects of the
SCA  that  always. seem  to  attract
a(tention      from   members   and
mundanes  alike.     A  lot  Of  people
(including more than a few inundanes)
`rould like to make mail, but if you are
like me when I started. you have little
more  than  a  vagtie  idea  on  how  to
proceed.     The   Knowne   World
Handbook    has    some    good
information.  but   it   lakes   some
lmowledge  for granted.   I  will  try  to
fIN in those areas in this article.

Tlie  first  question   that  must  be
answered  is  "wlial  do  you  want"?
Before you answer, " a sliirt. I guess. .
." let me explain why that't nol entirely
what I mean.   Obviously you need to
decide  on  what  article  (shirt,  coif,
camaiL etc) you want, bu( it's equally
important to know   what you want fo
use  it  for.    There's  a  big  difference
belveen  making  mail  for  show. and
making something lhal is going to be
beaten  upon  by  enthusiastic  stick
jacks.

This information is important because
the  three  most  important  decisions
about a fnail project must be made in
advance.  and  caTmot  be  changed  in
mid-stream.     These  decisions  are:
what metal fo use, what gange wire to

selecl  and  what  diameter  rings  to
make.    These  decisions  should  be
made  together.  and  a  misjudgment
here  may not surface until dozens of
hours have been put  into tlie project,
so piit some thought into this.

The choice of what metal (o Lise may
seem  trivial  to  some.  but  there  are
many  options  besides -the  mditional
galvanized steel.   Some of the  more
popular  ones   are   (in   order  or
decreasing strength): annealed Olack)
steel,  brass.  copper  and  aluminum.
(And yes I realize that aluminum is not
period. but some people us it anyway
doe to the weight factor.)   There are
also  some  more  exotic  possibilities
such  as  stainless  sleel.   silver,  or
titanium  allow  (!),  bul  I  have  never
seen  these  used  for  a  major  mail
project,  so  I  will  not  discuss  them
here.

If you  are  making  mail  for combat.
you  should  probably  choose  some
fom of steel. the specific type decided
by  your  taste  and  needs  for  rust
resistance.      Combat   mail   is
occasionally  edged  with  brass  links
for  looks;  this  will  rrot  significantly
weaken the piece.  If you man is going
to  be  purely  decorative.  you  have
much  more at  your discretion.    You
can even use several different metals
in  the  same  item  for  an  impessive
diaplay of color and pattern.  I 've seen
some work that would put an oriental
rug to shame. . .

Wire  gauge  and  link  diameter  are
strongly related factors.  The larger the
wire you pick. the bigger the links that
you can safely use.   Also, larger wire
makes  smaller  links  harder  to  work

with.   This is where you must deride
on  the  ul(imate  sdength  of the  mail
you will be making.

If you  ae  making  mail  for  combat.
and using steel wire. tlie thinnest wire
I  wouto  recommend  is  16  gaLige  (  it
also  happens   (o   be   commonly
available).    Remember  that  larger
gauge numbers mean thirmer wire.  At
]6 gauge, the largest link diameter that
you can safely gel away witli is 3rs"
wi(li  11/32"  and  5/16"  being  better
choices.   Going  with  thinner wire or
larger links for conibat mail is inviting
lhe  dreawded  "  shredder".  This  is  a
common   occurrence   in   batlle).
allowing  an  ill-fa(ed  sword  swing  io
catch there and rip out a whole row of
links.    Believe  me.  it's  not  a  pretty
sight.

Other  common  gauges  for  combat
mail are 14.  12.  10 and 9.  At 9 gauge.
I" diameter hihks are safe.  (Although I
doubt you'» catch me  ever trying  to
wind  links  with  wire  (flat  tough).
Using  thicker  wire  with  larger links
gives  the   mail   differenl  blow-
absorbing  properties.    It's  hard  to
describe  in  words.  so  I  can  only
reeomfnend experinenthg to see what
suits  you.     If  you're  lucky.  maybe
someone has already made something
out of the size your're contemplating
and   you   will   lel  you  try   il  out'
otherwise  you  may  have  to  make  a
sample and play with it.

Now.  if  you  are  making   purely
decorative  mail.  you  may  be able  to
use  thinner  wire and  or  larger links.
Since there are so many possibilities, I
recommend you make a test piece and
subject it to the maximum  stress you

expect to encounter.   decorative mail
can  be  great  fun.  due  to  the  many
options you have.  So be creative and
impress somconel

Wow.  we've  gone  tliis  far  and  still
haven.I even started knitting chaln! At
least now we can do so confident that
tiours  and  hours  of  work  won't  be
wasted.    I  expect  lo  cover  winding
links and knitting techniques in fu(ure
installments  in  this  series.    See  you
then!
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