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The  cover  art  was  done  by  Anne  of  Foxmoor  in  honor`of  our
Mongol  invasion.     The  color  was  chosen  because  blue  was  a
sacred  color..

The  heading  was  done  by  Her  Ladyship  Marie

February.   1996
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Scribes  a  Illunlnators  to  meet  starting  March  12  at  7:30
p.in.    at   Alslin's   house.      Address:   922   W.   Dayton.      Hone
phone  #  269-0999.     Bring  a  ch.air.

Fighter  pl.actlce:  S.  Linwood  Park,   Sunday,   12:00  on  days
with  good  weather  (40  degrees,  not  wet) .

Archers  -  do  you  wish  to  try  your  bow  against  the  winter
challenge?    Call  Michael  van  13erger  for  details.

For    the    use    of    the    Aruery.    call    Baron    Gabriel    @
269-3853.     Tuesdays  encouraged!

Dance  is  at  St.   John's  Episcopal  Church   (3rd  &  Topeka  on
Wednesday  at  7:30.

Despel.ate     Plea:     Eleanor    loaned    out/left    her    red,
spiral-bound     notebook     at     January     populace.        She
despel`ately  needs  it  back.    Please  call  her  at  685-8510
if  you  found  it.    Thank  you.

Again,   I  want   to   thank   all   those   stellar  gentles   for
assisting    with    Demos.       Never    forget    that    you    are
ambassadol`s   fron  the  Current  Middle  Ages   to   the  Modern
World.      Your   behavior   and   presentation   is    the   first
illipression  many  people  receive  of  us.     Your  hard  work  is
much  appreciated.    Vivatl

Oulndisa  the  Grfu.  Chatelaine
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OFFICERS' MEETING   February  6,  ltJ96

18 members attended:  14 officers/deputies/champions, 4 Incliibers of the

populace

|astyear:hdet¥eeep::5osste¥3:d¥::;ohret£:dcgoei#ey::d:eetreanpar'eyssei:tfi£:the
Eachitemwascoveredanddiscussed.Relatedissuesofprocedures,
reallocations,and'guild'operationswerecovered.Itwasreportedthatthe
Societyfiscalpoilicyhasundergonemassiverevisionsrecently.The
budget.budgetoperationsandbudgetissuesmayneed.oberevi§edafter
thenewpoliciescomeout.ThiswillbecoveredatCalonConMarch9th.

ThenextMootwillbeFebruary8thonbardicandfolksubjects.
Possible subjects for the March meeting were Considered. It will be
announcedatpopulace.Theart8andscienceschampionissponson.nga
costuningdayFebruary24th.Basicgarbwillbecoveredinthemoming;
later period garb in the afternoon. The location will be announced. The
calligraphyinterestgroupwillhaveitsfirstmeetingMarch12th.Contact
Aislirm for details.

TheHeraldhastwoproposalstosendon.Heshouldbegetting
the results on the last letter of intent in the near future. The need for
volunteersforeveningdemonstratjonswasbroughtup.

The new Knights' Marshall announced tlmt the next indoor
practicewouldbeFebruay25thatStanleyAlleyPai.kbeginningatnoon.
Fightingrelatedactivitiesandpositionswerediscusged--waterbearers,
list mistress, chiurgeon.

Progress on the Mongol event was presented. The different
fighting scenarios were covered. The prizes were discussed. Altemate
activitiesforinclementweatherareplauned.Advertisjngtheeventwas
covered.FliersaregoingtoEstrea.TheRenFaireautocratreportedonthe
culTentplanningprogressforthisannualmajordemo.Possiblechanges
and new activities were discussed. Materials, suppl ie8, inventoried items
and the storage locations were requested.

TheBaronageremjndedofficerstogetcopiesoftheirraportsto
th;it§uperl.or8totheBaro"ge.Theyneedtoknowwhathasteendonein
order to better serve the group.

cosTunNG SEHINAn

It  was  the  ladies  turn  at  last!    We  had  waited  patiently
for  an  event  we  could  attend  to  be  inspired,   educated  and
entertained.   end  last  but  not   least.   Party!     I   love   this
event.     I  don't  do  much  beyond  basic  costuming.   but   I  can
go  and  see  new  things,   some  of  which  I  might  actually  use.
(Not    to   mention   ny    favol`ite   i.al.t,    inspecting    the   guys
clothes.     You  con  get  up  close  and  personal  and  they  think
you're  really  looking  at  the  clothing,  poor  clears.)     while
there  are  neny  classes.   the  ones  I  took  were  of`  particular
interest   to  me.     The   first  was  a  class  on  Viking  garb.   I     .
leaned   a  lot.   the   instmctor  was   very  knowledgeable   and
quite  happy  to  pass  things  on.  . If you  are  lntel.ested,   give
ne  a  call  and  I  will  share  the  hand  out.    The  second  class
was  dressing  a  fighter.     You  didn't  get  heads  on  training
ln  this  class   (daml).   or  even  have  to  orm  a  fighter.   but
the  ideas  were  different  and  worth  trying.   ` Give  Gawayne  a
few  months  and  ask  how  his  pants  work  out.     That's   (one)   of
the    best    thing    about    costuning.    you   meet    people    with
different  approaches   to  any  given  pl.oblem,   and   they  might
have  an  answer  you  hadn't  thought  of.

If  the  only  reason  you  go  to  the  event  is  the  History  of
Costuning  Pal`ade.   it's  well  worth  your  tine.     I  think  most
people  enjoy  seeing  costuming  change  throughout  time  right
before    their    very    eyes.       I     (yes    ne.     the    costuning
challenged)   have  even  been  in   the  parade  a   few   times.     I
wore  ny  Viking  garb   a  few  times.   and  ny  Ropa  others.     One
of  ny  favorites  was  when  Ecerck  wore  his  blue.   late  period
garb.     He  looked  very  handsome  indeed.

The  very  best  part  was  what  I  did  with  the  rest  of  my
time.     I  got  to  talk  and  visit  with  my  friends  the  rest  of
the  day.    Countess  Mistress  Elisabeth  du  Rosignal  was  thel.e
with  three  friends  from  Antir,  and  lt  was  enjoyable  to  meet
people  from  out  of  kingdom.     Especially  David.  who  slept  on
the   autopsy   table.     I   guess   you   just   had   to   be   there.
Everyone  gets  together  at  soneone's  house  and  we  relax  and
trade  stories.    Oy!  The  stories  I  could  tell.  but  this  ls  a
fenily  paper,   end  those  will  have  to  wait.     (If  you  bring
IIIe  chocolate.   I  night  spill  a  few  details)     Unfortunately.
we  didn't  get   to   Stay  up  very  late.     Everyone  was   tired,
what  with  all  the  teaching  end  leaning.   end  le{ming  and
teaching.   so   we   had   one  beer   and   were   in   bed   by   11   p.n.
Honest.     I  swear.

Brlalen



Greetings  f-Alslin your new Hlnlster of Children.

I'm  really  excited  about  becoming  Vatavla's  Moo  and  I  have
lots  of  plans  for  upconlng  events.     I  have  been  a  baronial
Moo  at  Wiesenfeuer  for  4  years  and  Northern  Ansteorran
Kingdom  Moo  for  2  years.   at  the  Sane  tine.     I  realize  Senta
has  cone  already  but  I  helve  looked  over  the  Moo  box  and  it
really  needs  Sone  T1.C.     If  the  kind  people  of  Vatavia  will.
when  you  clean  out  your  hobby  areas.  please  check  on  the
items  listed  and  let  me  know.     I  can  most  usually  be  found  at
dance  or  populace.

Thank  you
Alslln
Home  phone  #  269-0999   (6-9:30  please)

color  markers
craf t  glue

er  a  staples

Wish  List
scissors
useable  pieces  of  cloth/trim
hole  punch

bells.  baubles.  beads  and  thongs
all  colors  of crochet  yam

Greeti.ngs to the fair Mongol populace of Vatavia from Brialen,

your chronicler.

The cover of this issue was done by Anne ofFomoor, and a very
goodjob she's done.    We have several good articles this month,
something for everyone, I think.  Thanks to an of you who have
been supponing the Dragonftyre,  myjob has been  ap  much easier.
I have always mown that we had talented people in this group, and
now I hope alu of you know it too.

I hear that our Mongol figivers in the Barony are about to be
invaded, and of course that promises to be entertaining.  Please
remember that the autocrats, and feastocrats will need an of our
help,  since we are throwing a party for several hundred of our
closest friends.  Offer to help, and you will have made a ffiend.

q'ridcn

To   the   Populace   of   Vatavla   from   Her  'Ladyship   Phillipa   de
Lloyd Tarlfla

The   biggest   demo   of   the   year.   for   Vatavla   is   the   last
weekend   (ed.   note  -  the  last  WHOLE  weekend)   in  April.   and  now
is  not  too  soon  to  plan  for  it.     1996  of  the  Common  Era.  .A.S.
XXX.    marks   the   19th   year   Kansas   Newnan   College   has   had   a
Renaissance  Fail..     As  the  RenFair  has  gI.own.   so  has  the  SCA's
particiaption  in  it.     As  our  audience  has  become  more  aware
of    the   Renaissance.    and   of   RenFair   itself ,    the   SCA   has
attempted    to    become    more   varied    in    its    offerings.    more
educational   as  well   as  entertaining,   and  more   authentic  in
its  presentation.'rhe  year's  biggest  demo  is  attended  by  as  many  Vatavians
as  one  of  our  events,   sometimes  more.     But  many  of  us  nay  not
realize  lt's  much  morethan  just  a  demo.     More  money  has  been
I.eaped  from  this  demo  than  from  many  events  we  have  held.     It
ls  one  of  our  laLrgest  fundraisers.                          \

Several  people  have  joined  us  after  seeing  us  at  RenFair,
so    it's    known    as     a    recruiting    demo.       Several    of    us
pa]rticlpate  on  Friday  --  Education  Day  --  and  try  to  give  the
thousands   of   kids   wandering   the   grounds   one   tiny   piece   of
information  that  may  possibly  spark  their  curiosity  to  know
more  about  us,   about   the  Renaissance.   or  about  history.     We
are  an  educational  group  after  all.

RenFair  is  also  one  of  our  very  fen  chances  to  do  public
I.elations  for  the  Society. for.  Creative  Anachronism,  Inc. ,  and
the  Barony  of  Vatavia  especially.    More  people  will  see  us  at
this  demo  on  this  one  weekend  than  at  any  other  time  during
the  rest  of  the  year.   including  all  the  other  demos  we  do.
It  ls  vitalwe  give  them  the  best  impression  we  can.

To  give  the  vest  impression  we  can  means  work.     We  have  to
know  our  stuff .   and  we  have  to  show  our  stuff .    ±±g,   we  have
to  be  :±g!±±.       I  was  asked  once,   by  a  spectator,   why  I  wol.e
glasses.      Did    I    not    realize    they   didn't    exist    in    the
Renaissance?

I  didn't  have  an  answer  to  that;   eyeglgses  in  period    is
not  ny  area  of  interest.     I  was   saved  by  another  Vatavian:
she  proceeded  to  inforni  this  gentlenan  that  eyeglasses  were
ground  as  early  as  th  1300's,  how  they  were  fastened  on  to  a
person's   head.   and  a  few  references  where  he  himself   could
find   this   information.      And   she   showed   him   that   we   know
whereof  we  speak  when  we  speak  of  our  history.     How  many  of
the  rest  of us  can  do  this?

One  of  the  things  we  insist  on  at  RenFair  is  the  wearing
of  Renaissance  clothing.     We  open  up  the  Renaissance  to  1400
to   1600   A.D..   so   there   re   200  years   to   find   clothing   in.
This  is  a  time-specific  demo  we  are  doing:  we  should  all  look
like  we  belong  in  this  tine  period.    Your  garb  for  this  demo
does  not  have  to  fit  your  persona   .   .   .   it. has   to   fit   the
demo.    Dressing  appropriately  is  the  first  step  to  showing  we
know  what  we're  doing

Some   of  us   in   t
experts  on  the  time

A  think  that  we  in  thT=`SCArfe  the
and  cultures  we  cover.     If  we're

the  experts,   we  still  have  to  prove  it.    RenFair  is  the  demo
where  our  mouths  are.



SCA SCOPE                       SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE ANACIIRONISM

ScopE oF nm soclEIT: pERloD AND CULTURE

The Society is based on the landed nobility of the European Middle Ages
and Renaissance.  Their dress and music, their literature and sports,
and above all the chivalric ideals of their period, a» serve to unify
our events and activities.  Our regional and local organization sets
aside the modem pattern of elected representatives to give us a sense
of what it was like to Eve in the world of court and castle, so that
our studies can go beyond literature and artifacts into the emotichal
reality of former times.

Our activities range very widely, including a much broader span of time
and culture than most groups in the "living history movement try to
sample.  The people we've chosen for models were fond of play-acting
and pageantry; they would happily base tournaments and revck on
ancient history and distant lands, so we can use themes from outside
medieval and Renaissance Europe as long as we keep our main period as
an anchor.  They also reached remo(e parts of (he world, despi(e the
limits of their technology, and people born to other civilizations
travelled too, so we can allow for individuals and information from
almost anywhere.  The task is to weave all this together, so that the
events we sponsor are recognizeably our own.

For Society members, most of the world can serve as a source for personal
research.  However, the further afield you go, the less the environment
we offer will resemble what someone of your time and country would find
natural or bomelike.  The Society's organized activities renect the
courtly life of the Middle Ages and Renaissance.  If we hold a Roman
games, the participants are assumed to be period Europeans playing at
ancient Rome; you can try to act like a real ancient Roman, but you
can't complain if the atmosphere is not what you regard as authentic.
Likewise, you can be an Asian or African guest at a European court, but
you cannot recreate your homeland outside your own household - like any
long-term visitor in a foreign land, you are the one who will have to
adapt to the customs you find around you.

Since members have free choice of what areas they will explore, it follows
that Society branches can not specialize.  The choice.pf a single time
and place for a branch would make it hard for members there to pursue
other interes(s of their own.

People who wish to study one period of history in a group se.ting can
band together in households for the purpose, and such households are
free to organize themselves without interference from the Society at
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large.  However, if a household wishes to hold a theme event and use
the Society's resources for publicity ai`d the Socicty's name and place
in the community to assist in ge(ting a site, its niembers must work
with and through a branch of the Society and follow the Socicty's reg-
ulations for the conduct of events.  And when a household attends a
Society event as a group, its internal ranks and regulations can not be
used in place or those created by the Society.

Our regulations are designed to protect the Society's legal standing
and its reputation, and to support the reality of the kingdom structure.
Within those limits, however, it is possible to work out a way to accom-
modate a very wide variety of interests.  We recognize that there are
some things, even in Western culture in the time period the Socie(y
studies, that can't be made to rit, but this is the focus wc have de-
veloped over the years since the grou®p was formed.  As in any art form,
the limits are a source of strength.

If lhe Society's approach doesn't cover your interests, you have many
options.  0lh.er organizations large and small play with all sorts of
corners of history, and if you can not rind one to suit you, you can
always start your o\rm.  The Sociely administration will bc happy to
advise you in your search, or on what to do to get started.  There's
plenty of room for evcryoiic - just not all on the same rield at the
same Lime ....

Reprinted  from  Corpora.

4cral'S"`#7ar,

fetter-cha.iny



MONGOLS RULE!

THE GR[^T l{H^N OF THE  FALCON  HORDE WISH[S TO SEE  I+IS l^Nt}S TO
THE WEST. M^K[ WAv Eon ii is TouM^Ns ^s THEy RID[ To THE L^NDS

C^Ll.ED V^T^Vl^. WE  HAY[  I.EARNED YOUR EUROPE^N WAY OF LIF[.
Now you WILL LEARN OUR W^ys! COME  p^V Tr`lBUTE To THE  KHAN. iF
HE  ls  PIE^SED,  HE MICHT SP^RE THESE  F^lR  L^NDS  FROM THE  R^VACE$

OF  HIS  ENDLESS ^RA^lES.  IF  H[  ls  NOT PLEASED. THE  Sl<IES OF YOUR
ciTIES wi[L BE DAnk[N[D Bv oun STORM oF ^RRowS.

The day's events will  lnclude:
•MONGOL  MELEE  MAYHEM!

Fighling will occur regardless ol lhe weather,  we have space indoors  11 needed.
Outdoor activities will include  a  hunt.  boiJshkashi,  melees,  combat archery,  dual warlord list
(Mongol and European) and more melees!
•AFICHEf]Y

Barrel shoot - sit on  a barrel and Shoot.
There will also be  an  axe throw.
In case of bad weather.  there  will be  a dart  throw inside.
•A&S

Hal -Any medium;  Documentation  is  required.
Best Mongol .lhang.

•denotes prize awarded               t

Bring 8 Ienl and campil you  dare.       `^i.cwlTI  +I.

-r,I-' - -

AUTOCRAT:
BATU
Tom  West
1918 E.  English
Wchita.  Ks..  67211
316-263-1079
Co-Autocrats:
Khulan(cabins and crash space)
KBrare(Feastocrat)
F}ick &  Carolyn  Haddaway
4230 E.  Boston
Wich.rta,  Ks.  67218
316-686-6893

The feast ls  limlted to loo,
so make your reservatlon.

MAKE CHEcl{S  PAYABLE TO:
SCA INC.-  BARONY OF VATAVIA

FRUNINTY

Broth and meat scraps from a boiled ham.
Remove scrappy meat from bones and chop.  Strain and defat the broth, salt to taste.

3 cups cracked wheat
8 cups ham broth

Bring broth to a boil, add wheat.  When it comes to a boil again, reduce heat, cover
tightly and steam 10 to 15 minutes, or until wheat is tender.

Chopped meat from the ham
2 cup chopped onion
2 cup chopped celery
2 cup cooked carrots
2 to 3 tablespoons dried parsley

Add onion, celery, carrots and parsley, simmer 10 to 15 minutes until flavors are well
blended.

4 eggs, beaten
12 to 15 threads saffron                            .

Beat eggs until light, add safflon.  Add hot wheat mixture to eggs slowly until egg
mixture is hot, add egg mixture to remainder of frumenty in th.e pan.  Cook, stirring
constantly, until the mixture is thick and the eggs cooked.

ctHFT frm soup

1 (1lb.) carl pitted sour red cherries (undrained)
6 whole cloves
1/2 C. sugar
1 t. Iemonjuice
I orange (sliced)
1 (llb.) can peaches (sliced)
1 (2 inch) stick cirmamon
1 T. cornstarch

h saucepan, combine cherries with juice and next five ingredients.
Drain peaches and add a little syrup to cornstarch; add remaining

peach syrup to cherry mixture.  Cook until thickened.  Add peaches.
Serve wami or cold.   Serves 6.

I took this to a potluck several years ago,  and someone has asked
for the recipe occasiormlly ever since.  Thanks for that!



THE FLAGONDRYER

|ERusALEM
by Ceeilia Holland

Ceeilia Holland is or`e of the undisputed masters of historical fiction.  With such
ryovds pe Ire Fired_I?ke, The Earl Two Ravens, a\nd Tlie Kings in Winter, s;he has
opened a door on history to give a view such as few writers are capable of.  If you
are lcoking for sumptuous descriptions of costly raiment, fiery-tressed maidens, or
V.ictoiian sensibmties run amok, don't read her work.  If, on the other hand, you are
seeking a cup of ale coupled with a loaf of maislin bread, the feel of cold rain as it
drips from your helm or the fragrance of blood and roses that is peculiar to the
Mldd]e Ages, Holland is a ski[]ed guide.

Jerusalem is a glimpse at the Pa]estlne of 1187, seen through the eyes Of a
hard rTran, a vicious man, a Kight TempLar.  Rannulf ritzwill!am is such a vjgllant and
pu.e member of the order that he owns the nickname 'Saint.'  For this matchlessness
some love him: for this more hate him, and for his low birth and rough ways.  Such a
character might be utterly unsympathetic, but Holland creates him as a man easily
identlfled with.  In one of the book's finest passages, we see his conversion from
wiekedness.  An excommunicant. he stops at a forest chapel on a whim. and meets
a girl tending the altar.

She tcok hold of his calloused hands and laid them palm against
palrty and then wound a chain of daisies around his wrists, all so]eTrm,
as lf by such a means she could actually bind a man »ke him.

He trerribled with lust; he wanted to throw her down and violate
her, to see her weep, to see the blood mott]ing her wliite thiglis.  The
flowers shackled hin like iron.  The child ruled bin like a king.  She
looked into his eyes and said, Now you must ask God to save you..
He knelt beside her and repeated the Credo with her, and for the first
time he heeded the words; then jt was he who wept; blinded by
shame and guilt and terroi and sorrow, he cried for hours.  When he
Tetumed to himself, the child liad vanished  0/30)

Holy City though Jerusalem is, it is also a hive of temptation.  At every step,
pride, lust, covetousness, and wrath beckon to all.  We see the snares of the
temporal world catch everyone: the lionhearted leper King of Jerusalem King
Badouin; his beautiful sister SybilLeL who is his heir; the Master of the Templars; and
Rannulf's best friend.  utlmate]y even Rannulf himself ls not proof against the sins
he swore to atrandorL  And yet beyond sin is, st]]L God.

No doubt all ofSthls makes /e"safam sound llke a tract.  Holland.s hlstorlcal
senslbi»ty and writing skill save lt  ]ml>ued with the Te»gfous feeling Of the tine
though it is, /emffl/em is written in her lively but spare style, where energy suffuses
every action. be it a clasli between Christian and Saracen, or a confrontation in a
royal garden.  She is one of the few historical novelists working ln the medieval
period who can sustain a long and detailed battle scene, with no squeamishness.
IieTe Rannulf's friend young Stephen experiences the liorror of his fil.st battle against
the Saracens:

~. Stephen remembered their training and pushed sideways to cover
Pedro's flank, and then from the little Spaniard's other side a spear
struck Pedro so hard it bore him up in a fountain of blood out of his
saddle and and into Stephen's LeLp~..Pedro's body was sprawled across
him, getting in his way, and the lance came at him; he never saw the
man wielding it, only the long three-winged blade and the haft all
covered with blood. Pedro's blood, and that he remembered forever.
He struck at the lance with his sword. al`d missed. and then the fence
caught Pedro again, and jerked hin away into tl`e morass, the dill the
chaos.  0/80)

There's a lot Of blood in this book.  There's a lot of blood in all of Holland's
bcoks.  That's why I like her.  It's too cosy to sugarccat the Middle Ages, to get
caught up in the whole Robert Young/Errol Flynn/darts-in-your-bodice image of
King Arthur's court.  And yet she balances the awfulness with her characters'
nobility of soul shining through the horrors like gI.ace itself.

'When the battle starts--.  The King swallowed.  A longing I.ose in
him so strong and sweet lt made him groan.  -I want to toad the
first charge.  Swear this to me, that you will obey me in this.  Jf you
have to tie me to a horse.  If Safadin but gives me the opening I will
die like a man..

Sire,- Mouse said.
Swear it,. the King said.
We swear,. they all said, together. 0/205)

If /emusa/em ls a tract at all, it ls Of chivalry.

Odindlsa the Grim

Fish Filets with Lemon Stuffing Almondine

4 pound fish filets
I  cup butter           `
2 cup chopped onion
I  cup slivered almonds

3/4 to  I  cup lemonjuice
16 cups bread crumbs
Papn'ka

Meltbutterinsautepan,addon.'onandcookuntilclear.Add.almondsandsauteuntH

goldenbroun.Removefromheat,stirinlemonjuice.Pouroverbreadcrumbs,add
enoughwatertomoistenthebread,ifneeded.Placethefishinasinglelayerinagreased
bakingdish.spreadstuffingevenlyatopthefish.Placeanotherlayeroffishatopthe
stuffing.Sprinklethefishwithpaprika.Coverandbakeat350deguntHthefishflakes

The  receipes  for  Frunenty  and  Fish  Filets  were  from  the
nose    recel`t    Perfectly    Period    Party.     the    Herald's
Nightmare  ls  from  Lemy  the  Squid
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Continued from last month's "Immunity"

So  how do we  best  present ourselves  at demo?   Garb  is  the  obvious first step.
After all,  people  will  see  you  before  anything  else.    Now  this  doesn't  mean  you
have to wear corsets and  hosen and other uncomfortable clothing unless you  like
that stuff.    It does  mean  being  consistent within  the  guidelines  of the  demo  and
using that range to suit you.   Let's look at a specific instance.

The upcoming Kansas-Newman  Renaissance Faire's theme is pretty apparent - -
the  Renaissance.    So  do  we  all  go  around  dressed  like  Richard  111?    Of course
not.     As   an   educational   organization,   we   can   take   advantage   of  the   vast
resources  around  us  (friends,  books,  costuming  on  Feb.  24  -  see  Eleanor  for
details,  etc.)  and  use  that  to  identify  a  Renaissance  clothing  style  that  fits  our
personal tastes and needs.   In  my case,I  need a clothing  style that allows me  'to
wear jeans  underneath  my  garb  without  them  showing.    Therefore,  I  wear  an
Italian   gown   thatJs   very   loose   from   the   mid-ribs   on   down.      It's   a   perfectly
acceptable  dress   for  the  time  period  we  are  retreating  and  allows   me  the
modern  convenience  of  my  pockets  and  pants  legs.     What  are  your  clothing
needs  and  desires?   How can  you  fit these  into  the  Renfaire  mold?   If you'd  like
help  from  around  the  barony,  you  can't  beat  Annys,  Ala,  and  Phillipa  amongst
others  as  good  contacts  (and  to  think,  you  can  talk  with  them  at  costuming  on
Feb.  24  -  see  Eleanor  for  details).    In  rounding  out  your  appearance,  can  you
wear a hat instead of sunglasses?   How about a discreet watch like Demetrios or
Rhianwen  has?   Ever considered whacking the fringe off those boots (lf you want
real  cool  boots,  go  talk to  Eirik/Batu)?   Now's  the  time  to  think  it  all  out and  get
started.

Another way  we  can  further enhance  our  presentation  to  the  public  is  how  we
talk.   I confess to great difficulty with this (Cool! being my favorite expression),  but
it's really  not that hard.   It means staying away from certain topics like computers
and movies, and  using period terminology when talking near or to the modern folk
(aGood day,  my lord" as opposed to "Que pasa,  dude?", "Your Ladyship Marie" as
opposed  to "Your  Ladyship Square  Marie").   Now,  this doesn.t mean  you  should
be able to do the introduction to  Canfefouty ra/es in the correct Middle  English,
just simply be cautious about wliat you say and how you say it.   One further note,
unless  the  accent  comes  naturally  (as  in  the  case  of  Niall),  I  wouldn't try  it.    It
usually   comes   off   fake   sounding   unless   you   are   really,   REALLY   good   at
impersonations.    AIlow your courteous  words  and  gentle  forbearance  to  sell  the
image to the public.

Speaking  of gentle  forbearance,  how  we  act  is  the  final  step  jn  completing  the
picture of the perfect setting.   It means  courtesy  and chivalry to one  another and
the  public at all  times.    Do you  offer a  hand to  someone with  a  heavy  load?   Do
you take a few seconds to invite someone under a pavilion to take a closer look at
what you  are  making?    How  about a  few  extra  minutes  with  the  child  of 30,000
questions?     The `"doing"  is  the  biggest  part.     It's  what  convinces  the  people
around you that you believe in what you are re-creating and are willing to share  it
with  those  around  you.   It's what convinces  people  that the  Barony of Vatavia  is
something  they want to  be part of - exemplifying the  best of these current Middle
Ages.

H.
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Gabriel  ap  Morgan  ap  Hywel

David .Cooper`

BArouss
Rhlanwen  ferch  Bran  ap  Gquffydd

Joan  Struer

SEnuEScHAI.                       I
Eckerich  Rothvalken  von  Stromberg

John  Platz
Chatelalne

Odlndisa  the  Grim

CELmop
Leonhard  Von  Lowenstrum

Jln  Purkey

THusuFLm
Maeve  Kelley  de  Navarre

Terry  Thorndyke            .
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Brialen  Ulfs  dottir  Vikings

Debbie  Taylor
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Hlnister of Children
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Are  Chaplon
Eleanor  ferch  Rhiwallon
Wendy  Donaldson
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