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]=ROIT2 the bARor]A5e
I,)lie I(I Ih?..!nl.en:s.e cql..centl.a!ion Of clef iending home and j.arthest
btil.dei..s.  rl.heil. Ii.xcelleiicie.s have fhoiel. lhi;'Mionlh   lo ;;;ri;;-cl

everyt)iie lhal. al lirlies.  Silence is Golden.

C;^BP`Iel.                               RHI^NWGN

FROJT2 tl2e ser2eschAI
Greetings,

I wish those traveling east to Pei"sic a safe trip.   Valor is
liow upon us.   I would encourage all to atteiid.  This is our chance
to atteiid to shiiie.   Gentles from across the Kingdom will be
coming to attend our largest toumameiit of the year.

On that note: we are currently accepting bids for a Yule
event.   If you are interested ill autocrattilig this or a future event,
please submit bids to the Baroiiage and to myself.

The weekeiid after Valor, Westumbria will be holding an
eveiit/demo.   I would ask that all that can support this try to
attend.   If you woiild like iiiore iiiformation on this or other
evel]ts, colitact nie.

Oit a final note: I would remind all of our rule artisans
that the Calontir A&S Championship and Kingdom-wide Tri-level
competition will be held October I 8th.   Pre-registration deadline
is Septen]ber I 3tli.   For inore infomiation, please consult Lady

Eleanor, myself, or the Mews.

tli service,

Trunowv Rory deiJorgr

f=Rom the cAstellAr2;oeprlty
itD15fro mARshAll

Unto the populace of Vatavia come these grectings from Takahara
Otoshi, Castellan and Deputy to Fergtis, K]iiglit Marshall of
Vatavia.

Once again, the two reports are being given in the
condelised version to save the populace from iny delusional
rambliiigs.

From the castellan's office: I am attempting to redo tile
t`ewcomer's packct for any new people.   This includes simple
(verj; simple) tunic patterns, and any other basic information that
is usually included in things like the Knowne World handbook.
Please, don.t assume that I already have something.   I will
welcome all subinissions.   Also, I am attempting to redo the
loaner garb.  Many huzzahs to the customers who have
volunteered to make soiTte spifty new loatter garb, as most of our
other good stuff has found new homes ....

From the Deputy Knicht Marshall: For those of you
whom ltaven't heard, Sunday fighter practice is now at 6:00ish at
Watson Park.  We have Some new people who are comi]1g along
very nicely.  We also have Valor coming up, and I would
encourage a// eligible Vatavian flchters to participate in the Valor
tourney.  (I wouldjust love it ifa Vatavian won!)

Plug for Westumbria. : The Red Bear is hosting Bearfest
IV in Great Bend the weekend after valor.   It's an event doubling



as a demo.   It's also a fund-raiser for t]iein  so I am personally
askiiig anyoiie who can atteiid to please do so.   Westilmbria needs
our silppoit as the largest group near them, so let's do what we
call.   I'd hate to make them a cailtoi] agai]l ....

I ]i service,

Ot„4

FRon2 the c`lmtonlcleR
Hail to all good Vatavians from my scribble-torium:

Unfortunately, tlie long~awaited column from Lora Anne
the Silelit will remain long-awaited, until at least another tnoiith.
Life has gotten very, er, /J/c/i.fe for her.   So, all I can say to lier is
"hang in tliere, Oiie Girl."  All I can say to}ioii, 0 Populace, is
"this is your iiewsletter."  If you want sometliilig in here, tell iiie.

It'll make it in here eventually. If you want to write something, I
couldi`'t be more delighted.   Please keep in niind there are
copyriglit requirements.   I am researching t]iose from montli to
month.

At the risk of sounding like tlie inestimable editor of
ToumaTiients lllumiiiated, I coLild be tenipted iiito discussirig my

prequailcy and the iiiimineiit (if olie could coiisider February
iiiiminent) arrival of my heir(ess).   I have a hunch that next year
may be taken lip even lnore by certain fainily coiicems.   So I
hazai.d a guess that perl`ap§ looking for a deputy might be my
iiext big project.

In anticipation,

OoiiiolrA  clie 5nim

fRorT2 tl2e n2oA/n2os
Hearty grectings to the good populace of Vatavia from Eleanor
ferch Rliiwalloii, Minister of Aits and Sciences.   I pray this
inissive filids all well aild protected from the harsh blasts of heath
that raze tliese Falcon Lands.

Valor is quickly coming upon us.   Hopefully, maiiy of

you have planned to eiiter A&S.   I have miiltjp]e copies of the
kiiigdom criteria.   Please ]ct me know what areas you are
interested in, and I will get that information to you.  Tl`ere is also
an opportunity to go help and play with our friends in
West`imbria the week after valor.  I'd love to see maT]y of you in
the Land of the Great Red Bear at that time.

I now understand there's a bit of confusion surrouiidiiig
what we mean wlien we say costLtming.  Costuming iiight
ellcompasses not just costuming, but the fiber arts as well.
Please, if you have ally interest in needlework, weaviiig,
costuming, ctc., then come out!   Lady Aobhainn contiiiues to do
an exceptional job coordinating this key area.

I am looking for a Drop Dead Deputy.   Interested parties
should slip me a note by the eiid of Valor.  Your letter should
contain who you are, tliat you are a paid member of the SCA.
why you are interested ill the position, and what skills (modem
and SCA) that make you a good officer candidate.   NOTE: lt
does #o/ take any particular skills in any art or science to do tliis

job; it does /7o/ require years of SCA experience; it doeLt req`iire
entliusiasm alid a spirit to serve.

In service,

Cleano'`



fROIT2 [loe tReAsclRf2R
Greetiiigs from the Excheqiier:

It is my position that all Baronial filiancial information is
available for the inspection of the populace.   If anyone is
interested in viewing it, they need only make an appoilltmeiit witli
I'1e.

As of 8/4/97, our approximate balance was $6325.15

lil  service,

A4:yoftotry A. Bidade4^

fRon2 tl2e CclRRer2t AcltocRA[
First of all, thanks to those gentles who have already begun
volunteerillg their time and assisting us in the preliminaries for
Valor.   (You know wlio you are.  You're tile ones we've been
groveliiig in front of.)

Valor will be lield on tlie 29th, 30di, aiid 3 lst of AugLlst,
and the  I st of september.  While otliers will be watchiiig pigskiii
follies or tlieir burgers bum oii the barbecue, yoil can attend the
18th Toumameiit of Valor witli a few huiidred of your closest
friends.   Leap il`to fall with that feeling of achievement Valor
always brings.   For a whole weekend, you votLLIlteered to llelp
others and you had a blast doing it.  Just to jog the nremory, here
are tile people w]io are in charge if particular areas:

Troll - Ld. Corrigan MacKenzie
Kitchen -Ly.  Kerare
Tavern - Ly. Eleanor
Cl`ildreil's Activities -Ly. Christine

Set UpITear Down - Ld. Leoiihard/Ly. Odindisa

Please see these ge[itles if you wish to voluniteer.   Your assistaiice
will make this a Valor to remember.

In service to Vatavia,

ffpniil|tiril `init ffnlu.iiliinii

ooinolrA  ctie 5i`Im

5er2eRAI Anr2ouncernents
lf you have an electric fan you can palt with for the weckei`d,
they are needed at Valor.   Please lot Ld.  Leonliard know (at 682-
1669) if you can loan your fan.

Costuming and Fiber Arts coiitin`ies to mect on the 3rd Mol]day
of the montli at Aragon Apartments.   Please contact Ly. Aobhaiiin
®ronounced "Evan") for details at 683-7425.

Bardic Circle will be held at Ly. Kasamira's ho`Ise on Se|)tember
29tl`.   Please call Ld. Jovan Grayhawk for iii formation at 682-
2346.

Middle¢astem Dance i§ held the 2nd and 4th Tliursday of tlie
month at 7pm.  .Contact Ly. Kerare at 265-9825 for inore
infomation.
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Broadway.   If yo`I have questions, please call Ld. Corrigan
MacKenzie at 263-1536.

Do you want to be on the RetiFaire steering committee?  Jf so,
please contact Her Excellency Brialen at 524-0917.

If you l`ave finished embroideriiig the Waterbearer bottle covers,
please get tliem to Ly. Christiite at 943-1879.

ORA5or2FlvRe cReolts
Their Excellencies, Rhialiwen & Gabriel ............... Iiik Coronet,s

HL Marie Chaiital Delair ...... Officers' Minutes & Heraldic Art

Milady Toda Galindez

Milady Toda Galindez

Courier

Non-border Art

KID5oom cAler2oAR

AngtlsI
29 -31   Tournamei`t of valor               Vatavia, Wichila KS
30-31   FortheLadiesof(heRose      AxedRoot, AmeslA

-emng
6 -7      Bearfest lv: Betlr it Ill tlie park wesluntbria, Great BendKS

Armorgeddon VII                        Borer Downs (Northshield)
Huiiter's Revel ll                         Ivory Keep, Hannibal MO

13 -14   Reserved for Coronation
20 -21    Lindisfame lll                      Forgotten sea, Kailsas city MO

25th Aimiversary for Miklos            Mag Mor, Liiicoli` NE
27 -28   Deodar due-Cathlon                            Dcodar, Cedar Rapids lA

Blood of Heroes                                   Marc]` of the Grimfclls,
Fayelteville AR

OctooeR
4 -5        Au(umn Arrows
11  -12    RUSH

A Grand Tourlrainent
18 -19   A&S Champioushipand

Tri-Letel Competition
Harvest Faire VI

IA

roverntm
I-2      SpookoRaun
15 -16    Event

22 - 23   Toys for Tots

-ervneR
6-7
MO

Calanais Nuadli, Rolla MO
Herald's Hill, Mason City IA
Standiiig Stoi`es,  Columbia MO
Cum An lolair, S. Jolmson Ct}'. KS

La Grende Tei`te, Cedar Rapids,

Golden Sea, Saliiia KS
Bois D'Arc, Southeast KS
Wyvern Cliffe, Jcffersoii City
MO

Kris Kinder Forgotten Sea, Kaiisas Cit}'
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Friar Tliomas Bacon

Wandering the camps at night, a tiling tliat inarks an SCA event is
the sounds.  Most camps are dark shadows studded by tlie
pinpricks of light from candles and lanterns, anonymoiis in the
darkness.   But it is the sounds that give them life and
individuality.   And the sounds with the most pleasing character
are diose of musical instruments.  From the drums of Rolling
Thunder to the guitar of Sir Erie Hlodowechssun tliere exiides a
magic that can make an event meniorable.  What follows is a brief
history of some of the more prominent instruments.

The flrst instrument most people try is the recorder.
Simple to lcam, yct capable of playing a wide range of tunes, this
insti.ument is ubiquitous at any SCA event.  The recorder first
appeared in the fourteenth century, thouali similar instnlmeiits
liave existed since the beginning of history.  The term recorder
act`ially covers a family of instruments of various sizes.
Praetorius reports around 1600 of eight different sires raiigiiig
over the entire scale.  The most often found is the alto recorder.
During the period this instrument was commonly called a flute.
Ilie instrument we now call the flute existed and was knorm as a
fife or a cross flute.  Modern recorders were first constructed in
1919 based on Baroque designs.

The next most familiar instrument is tlie drum.  Of all the
variations, the two most common in the SCA are the bodhrian and
the d`]nibec, neither of which were coirmon in Europe dLiring tlte
Middle Ages.  While something like the dumbec appeared just
prior to the  loth century, it disappeared again a couple Of hundred
years later.  The bodhrian's existence is more shadowy still as it
can easily be coiifused in appearance with the tabor or
tambourine.  But it is certainly true that the tieditei`ing system
seen oil c`irrent bodhrians was not invented until the late
Reiiaissance.   Period dnims were tial]tened with ropes.   Tlie most
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common drum in the period was the maker, a small kettledrum
used in pairs, that was brought back from the Middle East duriitg
the Crusades.

Another oft seen instrument in the Current Middle Ages
is tlie guitar.  Tlie classical guitar if today is actually from the
early 19th century, but a guitar-like instrument could be found
throughout the period under a number of different names.  The
principal difference between these early instruments and tile
modem guitar is that tl`e predecessors were usually strung with
four double strings.  The ctlier central difference is the varying
pi.oportions of the sounding body.  Tliey could also be made with
or witliout frets.

A special relative of the guitar is the lute, which has a
roLinded back, as opposed to the flat back of the guitar.   The lute
tended to be restricted to tile upper class as it was of liediter
construction, wliich made it more fragile.   [t thus was also more
likely to go out of tune.  One satirical remark had it that an
eiglrty-year®ld lute player would have spent sixty years tuning
his lute.

Draw a bow across one ofthe§e guitar-like instruments
and you now have a violin.  Like the guitar, the violin had a
liuiiiber of incarnations during the period, its final form not
occurring until the  18th century.  An interesting aspect of the
violin is that period illustrations show the violin not only played
under the chin, but across the body like a guitar, on the lap, or on
the leg like a viola.

Oner stringed instruments that can be heard at SCA
events are the harp and the dulcimer.  The harp is, of course, an
ancient instrument and did not change much during the course of
the period.  There did evolve two variants, principally one with
wire strings which tended to be larger afld more massive, and one
with gut strings.

The dulcimer evolved out of the psaltery around the 15th
century, the former being struck; the latter plucked.  The
dulcimer's popularity lasted for only a little over a century, while
the psaltery was mechanized and became the harpsichord, which



begat the piano.
One instrument frequently pictured but rarely heard at

SCA events is the trumpet.  The medieval trumpct is basically a
brass tube with a mouthpiece at one end and a bell horn at the
other.  The number of notes is limited by its lei]gtli--tlie longer it
is, the niore notes can be played.  Thus its use teiided to be limited
to ceremoiiial fanfares.   Ill tlie 15th century artisans leaned how
to bend these tubes, allowing longer trumpcts in a more compact
form.   I.lowever, it was not until the Baroque period tliat the
trumpet came into its orm.

I would like to end this essay discussing two instruments
that, while almost never heard at SCA events, played an
important part of medieval life: bells ai`d tlie organ.  These
jiistruments were usually associated with tlie church, because they
were expeftsive, large, and difflcult to transport (thouch portable
ones did exist).   Bells rang out the canonical hours, time for
Mass, and warnings.   Organs were used to liven up the Mass, and
tltus were not at first easily accepted by church leaders, thoiigh
they eventually bowed to the inevitable.  What is lesser kiiown is
that the organ was basically Roman technology, thouch it was the
Byzantines who made it practical.  The Byzantine emperor gave
Pepin an air driven organ in 757.   From this seed the organ spread
througliout Europe.

This short essay does not begin to exhaust the varicty of
instruments that existed in the Middle Ages.  The Renaissance
experienced an explosion of instruments.   ho some of these can be
glimpsed our modem instruments; others are now obscure and
forgotten.  Yct they are all just as important to coiitrjbuting to tile
atmosphere of tlie SCA.  And while boomboxes were several
centuries in the future, the ]nedieval person was no less
surrounded by music than we are today.  Such was the
impoTtaiice of music that Castiglione in his influential book "The
Book of the Courtier" declared that one had to be able to play an
ilistrument before one could be coiisidelied a gentleman.  May tile
night camps be filled with music.
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o[FiceRS' meet:ing                          ^`igiist 4, I go7

15  itictt`bers attei`ded:  12 omcers/depiitics/cl`ampiot`s/€iutocr{ils;  3 meriihcrs of
tl,c pol}ul`1Ce

Vtil()r iil€ms are in tlie fitiishiiig stages.   Musicj<ins for t]ie Sat`!rtl.1.y h{`ll  are
Lmi`ch{iil`.   Ii`di`'idLiats conlactetl havi-I.con unable to tttakc a rim`
coi"ni(inci`t.   A party to mcke the site tokeits is platt]`ed.   `I1`crc will also be a
class {m troll |mrticii.atioi` aiid p8perw{7rk.   Other sireciric ti`icstiti]is at}o\`t tlic
VnloT I.I.ctmr{itioiis `vere asked nltd 8iis``'eted.   I( \i.os req`icsted tltat rzi«s be
lo,ii`cd to liclp vciiti]ate soiiic of the biiildii`gs to be iise{l dtiriltg Val(ir.

Varittus bills aiid other fimi`citil requests \h.ere takeli care of.
Fonimtit>n of a RenFair steering committee has beet` delayed d`ie to tlic
cal`ccllatioii of the mcctiiig last month bccflusc of iiiclcinei`t wctither.   'I`hc
begint`iiigs of a sLirvcy for that commi(tee are being produced.   It \`.iis
suggested tlitil other demo activities look fit doing pre-plaiining.   When

projccls for Night of the I,iviiig Zoo flnd the River Festival have been proposed
ill the past, tl`ey hat.e i`ot been possible due to dcatlliiie constraints.

Calligrai)hy and Illumination has a iiew meetiiig scl`cd`ile, tlie rirst
•]1``trsdoy of I.I`e moll(h.   The ScpteinbeT 291h bardic u'ill be at Kasainira's

to\`..er.   The costLimers have a project for the I}arony lhcy \+.t)uld like to d().
I,catherwork is liecclit`g to rii`d a niectii`g location.   D8iice coi`titiues tt> nicet
at St. .T.ariics F,pisc{)iml Cl)urch on Wedi`esdays. except for the Wedi`esday of
tl`e |roT)`ilace meetiiig.

It \`'as menlioiied that some judging sheets from the lnst Queen's
F'Ii7:c tourltey lmd no( bccl` received.   .Iliis will be lcokcd itito.

Fighter pmcticc is now starting at aboiit 6pin oil Suiida}.s al Watson
Park.   It \v8s rccoituneirded to arrive a little earlier to tiave time to get ready
antl mnkc the best `ise of the (ime 8vailahle.  Ai.cliery coiitinues to be it` Maize
on SLtliday af`onoons.  Iherc will be 8ti axe-tl`rowiiig competition sponsored
8t Val(]r.   Also our LLichisi`ik. archer chontpion, will a]iswcr a challetige rrt]m
C8siliiir at that eve[it.

Westunibria is liostiiig a major e`'ent den`o the w'eekend 8l`er `'alor.
The |iopulace is encouraged to support this e`'ent.  Attendance at the Kansas
City Reiraissance Fair `vas brought up.  It was s`Iggested tliat the 13arony might
80 8s a oro`iii.

The Arts .and Sciei`ces Minister is lcokjng for a successor.   The July
lhagol)fl}Te lias the details about applying for the positioii.  (Edl./or ..g /zo/e.. or
does I/Ii.s I.,tswe)    The Minister of cliildren position is still opci`.

De`'eloping a ``'ebpz]ge for (he Barony is beii`g looked iiito.   Past altd
pcndiiig quests were brough( up.  Also, gentles \verc reminded that tl`ere is
court business to be carried over from the caiicelled popLilace meeting.  Award
recomitiet[dations for Kingdom level a\`Jards need to be in as scull a§ possible
to 'Ilieir Majesties.

The meeting adjourned.
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